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REACH COMMITTEE APPROVES CONTINUED USE OF CHROMIUM TRIOXIDE IN TINPLATE AND TIN-FREE STEEL 

APEAL, the Association of European Producers of Steel for Packaging, welcomes the decision of the European Commission’s REACH committee to agree to the authorisation for continued uses of chromium trioxide for the passivation of tinplated steel (ETP), as well as, for the manufacture Tin-Free Steel / Electrolytic Chromium Coated Steel (ECCS).

Chromium trioxide is used globally in the steel for packaging industry as a treatment to stabilise the surface of tinplated steel, and to manufacture ECCS. It is not present on the surface of the final material used for the manufacture of steel cans.
Nevertheless, as a substance on the authorisation list of the REACH Regulation, any and all uses of chromium trioxide within the EEA require an authorisation, from the European Commission, in order to continue after the REACH Sunset Date.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Date after which the use of an Annex XIV substance needs an authorisation within the EEA (EU + Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein) ] 

The REACH Committee, assisting the European Commission, has on Friday 15th February issued a favourable opinion agreeing with the draft decision of the Commission that the uses covering ETP and ECCS be granted an Authorisation with a 4-year review period. This review period will commence from the date of adoption of the agreed decision and should expire around March 2023. The Commission is expected to publish its corresponding decision in the coming weeks.
Nonetheless, APEAL members are committed to the implementation of CFPA, a Chromium Free Passivation Alternative for tinplate in Europe. The decision will safeguard APEAL members’ supply chains and allow additional time for this, maintaining the high quality of tinplate while ensuring continued consumer safety.  
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About APEAL
APEAL - the Association of European Producers of Steel for Packaging is a federation of four multi-national producers of steel for packaging (ArcelorMittal, Tata Steel Packaging, thyssenkrupp Rasselstein, U.S. Steel Košice). In total these four companies employ over 200,000 workers in Europe. Founded in 1986, APEAL represents today about 95% of the total European production of steel for packaging.

About Steel for Packaging
Steel is a unique packaging material, combining exceptional performance capabilities with unrivalled environmental credentials. Strong, formable and long-lasting, steel offers numerous benefits for the safe packaging of a wide variety of products.
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